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Nisreen S. Zerikat

CURRICULUM VITAE

 Advocate Nisreen S. Zerikat 

 Date of Birth: 12/7/1973
Place of Birth: Amman /JORDAN 

Address: Amman-Tabrbour –Princess Aisha Bent 
AL Hussein St., Building #6 

P.O. BOX: 5503 Amman 11183 Jordan
+962 6 593 1256

+962 777 671000

Email: nisreen.z@nchr.org.jo
nisreen.zer@gmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL OBJECTIVES

To obtain a managerial position with a dynamic and rights-oriented organization. Such a position would make use of my leadership skills, my devotion, experience and commitment to human rights. 

QUALIFICATIONS:

· Strong decision-making and problem-solving skills under pressure.

· Effective oral and written communication skills.

· Solid leadership and interpersonal skills to effectively lead and motivate others.

· Exceptional time management and organizational skills.

· Writing skills as the main bulk of NCHR reports was done by me.

· Extroversive and love to do creative things.

EDUCATION

 BA in Law from the University of Jordan 


August 1991- 1995

MEMBERSHIP

	Jordan Bar Association
	1995- present

	The University Of Jordan Alumni
	2002- present

	Arab Women’s Legal Network
	2005- present

	Arab Penal Reform Organization, Egypt


	2005- present

	The National Centre for Social defending


	2006- present


Honors and Awards:

· An exceptional human rights defender from the Middle East and North Africa. This title was awarded on the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 2018.  

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT

· Acting Commissioner for Human Rights Promotion since 2018, which includes supervising and guiding the operations of the departments of the Commission.

· Acting Commissioner for Human Rights Protection at the National Center for Human Rights, Jordan, for the period 2013 to 2017, which includes supervising and guiding the operations of the departments of the Commission.
· Investigator at BICI (Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry), 2011, which was established by the King of Bahrain. My job included interviewing people and preparing reports on the violence that broke out in Bahrain within the context of what is called the Arab Spring.  
· Membership  of the National Team for Family Protection from          Violence 2015-2016

· Membership of the legislative team to review the penal code and the criminal procedural law 2014/2015.
· Expert in monitoring and documenting human rights violations:  I participated as a trainer for the following National Human Rights Institutions staff members: IRAQ, Oman, Sudan, and Saudi Arabia. 
· Head of criminal justice Unit at the National Center for Human Rights, Jordan, which included, in addition to this post, performing the following tasks: 

· National coordinator of “ Karama” project, April 2008– Present;  
· Head of the National monitoring team, 2008 up till now; 

· Conducting monitoring visits to places of detention, correction and rehabilitation centers in Jordan;
· Collecting and writing reports on prisons status and the conditions of prisoners;(documentation ) 
· Advocacy for prisoners’ right not to be subjected to torture, degrading or inhumane treatment;
· Liaising with government officials and prisons’ management to ensure that no human rights violations are committed against detainees;
· Key contact between the official security departments and NCHR concerning all issues related to prevention of torture and ill-treatment;
· Key contact between the Ministry of Justice and the NCHR on the EU project on criminal justice reform in Jordan;
· Contributing author to NCHR’s annual reports (The Right to freedom and    personal  safety) for more than ten years;
· Design and implement trainings to the prisons staff on human rights standards in general and inmates’ rights in particular and torture prevention procedures;
· Prepare prisons annual reports since 2004-up to now;
· Prepare the NCHR report (shadow report ) which was submitted to UNCAT committee in April 2010;
· Prepare the NCHR fact-finding reports on Aldakilaya Circle events during the sit-in in July 2011; Fourth Circle and Tafillah fact-finding report 2012, and the fact-finding mission in Balqaa University, 2013;
· Contribute to preparing the UPR report which was submitted by the NCHR of Jordan in 2009 and 2013 to the OHCHR. 
Head of Reform and Rehabilitation Centers, The National Center for Human Rights, August 2006-April 2008

· Head of Complaints and Legal Services Unit, the National Center for Human Rights, April 2005-August 2006

• Receiving complaints upon complainants’ arrival to the center and listening to their complaints;
• Following up on complaints, advocating for complainants whose human rights have been violated; 
• Contributing author to NCHR’s annual reports: The Right to Freedom and Personal Safety.
Lawyer, Complaints and Legal Services Unit, the National Center for Human Rights, 2003-2005
• Providing clients with legal advice on all legal issues, including civil, family, criminal, trade and property law.

· Lawyer, Shahwan and Zerikat Law Firm, 1997-present

· Legal intern, Zerikat and Karadsheh Law Firm, 1995- 1997

• Providing legal advice and preparing legal documents under the supervision of a senior legal practitioner. 

VOLUNTEER WORK 


· Volunteer


INJAZ Non-Governmental Org.
2001-2002

· Volunteer 


 Jordan Women’s Union

1998 – 2000

Participating in preparing the following guidelines and manual in cooperation with UNODC, the Ministry of Justice, and the PSD:
· A Training Manual on investigating human trafficking cases.

· A Training Manual on investigating fire cases.

· A Training Manual on investigating Cybercrime.
· A Training Manual on investigating kindling crimes.

· A Training Manual on investigating intellectual property crimes.

· A Training Manual on investigating Theft crimes.

· A Training Manual on International cooperation (tracing fund and exchange of information).

· Police training manual of the international and national standards relating to the preliminary investigation stage

· A Training Manual on  digital evidences.

· A Training Manual on investigating corruption cases, money laundry and the financing of terrorism.

· A Training Manual on investigating fraud cases.

· A Training Manual on investigating Counterfeiting cases.

WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING 

· The Legal protection of journalists and members of the Media, and Freedom of the Press, December 2003
· The role of the social workers in rehabilitating, June 2004

·  The Standards of a Fair Trial, November 2004
· Human Rights education, January 2004 

· Criminal justice for juveniles, February 2004

· The rights of the Child, December 2004
· A constituency for freedom & Democracy, 2004

· Torture Monitoring in Places of Detention,  monitoring ,investigation ,documentation /2005
· Training of Trainers on Prevention of Torture, 2005
· Training of Trainers on refugees rights , 2005

· Information and communication technologies and their impact on human rights, 2005

· Rights of the inmates in international standards  and national laws, 2005

· The status of women in the Middle East and North Africa region, Lebanon, 2005
· Prisons of the 21st Century, Morocco, 2005
· Writing Reports on Prisons training, Egypt, 2006
· National Human institutions and  the international human rights system, December, 2006

· Penal reform for juveniles, Switzerland, 2003
· Basic Human Rights Training, Yemen, 2003
· International visitor program ”prison reform”, United States of America, May 2008  

· Strengthening the participation of the disabilities and the impact of the media, June 2008
· Train staff members of the National Human Rights Commission of Algeria in collaboration with the Geneva Institute for Human Rights. The training took place in Algeria on 22-25/ April /2018.

· Train a number of Diplomats in collaboration with the OHCHR on the role of the National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs). The training took place in Switzerland on 19-22 / April/ 2018.   
CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS


Co-Coordinator

· National coordinator of”Karama-Dignity “project (programme to improve the treatment and conditions of persons deprived of their liberty in Jordan); the first phase, 2008-2010. 
· National coordinator of ”Karama-Dignity “ project (programme to improve the treatment and conditions of persons deprived of their liberty in Jordan), the second  phase, 2010 – 2013. 

· National coordinator of ”Karama-Dignity “ project (programme to improve the treatment and conditions of persons deprived of their liberty in Jordan),2014-2016

Conferences
· Trainer at the APT- APF Sub-Regional Workshop entitled: Preventing Torture: the Role of NHRIs, from 24-28 March 2014. 

· Trainer at a training workshop entitled: the Role of National Human Rights Institutions in the promotion and the Protection of Human Rights” for members of the Human Rights Council of Kurdistan and the National Commission for Human Rights in Iraq, from 12-16 Oct. 2014 in Amman – Jordan.

· Organizer & Trainer the Regional Forum for Monitoring Human Rights in Places of Detention, November 2012, Jordan

· Trainer &participant at the regional training for human rights institutions in Doha-Qatar on the role of the NCHRs with the international human rights mechanisms to protect human rights, April 2013

· Monitoring Human Rights in Places of Detention, August 2007, Jordan 

·  National expert /trainer at the regional workshop on developing National Strategies to combat torture, 18-19 December 2013, which were held in Amman/Jordan in partnership between OHCHR and Penal Reform International 
· Membership the team who prepared Jordan's  national  human rights plan 
Participations: 

• Stop Violence against Women Conference, December 2004


• Guarantees of Fair trial under international human rights standards 
·  Seminar on “The theory and practice of Human Rights”
Speaker 
· Regional Advocacy: identification of opportunities for advocacy at the Regional level; legislation, policy, jurisprudence, strategic litigation. Discussion of IRCT paper on regional Advocacy. What can LAT Unit providing at the Secretariat level (Plenary, at the  2014 Regional Meeting of the IRCT member centres in MENA “Rehabilitation and prevention of torture in conflict and humanitarian crisis environment: change of paradigm
· The role of the national human rights institutions to protect the rights of children of parents sentenced to death 2013, the twenty- fourth session of human rights council- Geneva.   
· World congress Against the Death Penalty, 2010 (Jordan experience)  
· NCHR Representative in the discussion with the UNCAT committee on the shadow report submitted by NCHR- Geneva / Apr2010, which was prepared by me.
· NCHR Representative at “The NHRIs’ Sixth Arab-European Human Rights Dialogue  on Torture and Rule of Law – Berlin/ May  2011
Publications

· Police Guiding Manual on the International and National Standards During the Preliminary Investigation Phase 2018.
· Implementation Manual for the Criminal Justice and law Enforcement Officials on International Cooperation in Criminal Maters 2017. 

· Guidebook to  International Standards for the Protection of the Right to Physical Integrity and freedom from Torture and other Ill-Treatment, 2011
· A study on Administrative Detention in Jordan, “Judicial Powers in the Hands of an Executive,“ 2009-2010.
· Jordanian Manual on Monitoring and Documentation of Cases of Torture and other Inhuman, Cruel, Degrading Punishment, 2011
· Several articles in many newspapers.
· Develop a proposal for the Extradition Act for the year 2012 / publicized?
· Develop a proposal for the Prevention of Terrorism Act for the year 2012 publicized? 
· Supervising a number of legal studies and research at Jordan Bar Association and many daily newspapers 
RELEVANT SKILLS

Computer Skills: Advanced knowledge of the internet, Advanced Knowledge in Microsoft Office Applications
Language Skills:

English – Moderate level fluency and competency.

Arabic – Professional level fluency and competency.

REFERENCES: 

Dr Muhyieddeen Touq, Former Commissioner General, the National Center for Human Rights
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